


MERC 





4 


2 ¥ 


a ae ee E | 
bw iikiad. GF. 
- 


TO R: 


Oe . aaa 


Coniuneccee 


Retriched, 








From @hurfgay, December ro. to Saturtay, December 12. 1713. 





— 


HE Treaty of Commerce with Spain is now 

Signd: The M ERCATOR has been 

endeavouring to fhew the Impotence of thofe 

popular Objcftions, which have been raifed 

againft it, before it appears, by a Sett of People among 

ys, who will have any thing ill done, when they think 
fit to diflike the Hands jwho did it. 

But the Clamours againft it have appeared to be 
Forged, thofe,who have publifhed them, One excepted, 
who never Biafbes, have acknowleged them fo ;, and the 
Signing the Treaty fince that Time, proves, they,who 
publifhed thofe Clamoursywere Impofed upon grofly. 

But waving thjs fcandalous Step, which is but a {mall 
thing with thefe Men; the MERCATOR comes 
back to {peak of the Abfurdity of that Notion, which 
fo much Weight is now laid upon, viz. That the 
French will Infiuence the Spanith Trade fo,as to get it 
from us into their own Hands. 

The MERCATOR has proved, and, he believes, 
it is beyond Contradi@tion, he would fay he was fure 
of it, if the Men, he has todo with had Reafon or 
Honefiy ; That the French can neither fupply the Spa- 
piards with Manufactures, nor take off the Produce of 
their Countries: Which way then they can Influence 
the Spaniards to our prejudice in Trade, is the Riddle 
they are to expound ? : 
That the French cannot take off the Spanifh Goods, 
fuch as Wine, Oil, Fruit, Salt, Wooll, was fhew’d in 
this Particular, (viz.) That in the time of the laft War, 
the Spaniards were obliged to try all poffible ways to 
bring us to Trade with them, and to take off ‘their 
Goods, which the French could not. 

If the Peopic,we have to dv with,had_ either Honefly 
or Reafon, they would own the Truth of what is fo well 
known; but, as was faid before, it is their way to 
GRANT Nothing, and CAVIL at. every Thing : The 
Defign is plain, it is not needful to them to have Trurh 
Debared and Diftovered, but to have the MERCATOR 
Clamourd at; and theretore every thing offered in 
this Paper muft be cqually Falfe, equally Villainous, 
equally Abfurd. 

Nay, to fuch adesree of Front are thefe Men come, 
they can now affirm, that Dunkirk and Marfeilles are not 
in France, as to Trade; and being free Ports, the Goods 
carried to thofe Places are not to be teckoned carried 
to France, they are only Store-houfes, where our 
Goods are to be laid up, and carried away again; 
indeed, they forgot to tell us whither: but this is 
not to the Subiect we are how upon; and we have it 
fo handfomly Expofed in a Letter from an Ingenious, 
but unknown Hand, which thall be publifhed in the 
next MERCATOR, that no more fhall be faid to 
it now. ) 

To return then tothe Spanifh Trade: The MER- 
CATOR fees no Reafon, why he may not advance 
a Foundation to Argue from, which, it is believed, fhall 
be proved againft ail Oppofers, (viz:) 

t. That both by the Treaties of Peace, and by the 
Treaties of Commerce with Francé and with Spain, 
eur Trade to Spain is fo fettled and fecured, that the 
French cannot, have not the leaft Advantage againfi us 


in the Spanifh Trade, more than they had before the firft 
War began. 

2. That, on the contrary, we have feveral confide- 
rable Advantages by the faid Treaties, which we had 
not betore, and which neither the French, Dutch, or 
any other Nation but the Britifh, are allowed. 

If this be proved by th MERCATOR, then 
there can be no room for any Writers to Objet 
againft the Treaty, or any reafon to Quarrel at the 
Writing thefe things, in the juft Detence of fuch a 
Tranfaétion. 

The Commerce of Spain, not only with Britain but 
with France, is, by the Jate Treaty between Britain 
and France, agrecd to be left upon the fame Foot, as it 
was in the time of King Charles II. of Spain: Vid. the 
Treaty of Peace. The Conditions which the Spanith 
‘Trade was in at the time of Charles Il: and which is 
undetfood by that Article, is, that no European Power 
whatfoever thall be permitted to Trade to the Spa 
nifh Weft-lndies but the Spaniards, but that all Nari- 
ons fhail freely and equally bring their Goods to Old 
Spain, which muft, if thipped on board the Galleons 
for America, be Confign’d in the Names, and for the 
Account of Native Spaniards, &c. 

To prevent any Inequality or unjuft Preferences in the 
Markets and Ports of Old Spain, to the prejudice of 
Britain, or in fivour of the French, a new Treaty of 
Commerce is fettied, in which the Duties and Cuftoms 
to be paid by us in Spain are regulated in fuch a 
manner, as we need not apprehend any Nation in 
the World getting the Spanifh Trade from us; and 
this leads us, of courfe, tos the fecond Head: of 
French Influence mentioned, (viz.) Unequal Impo- 
fitions ; of which more fhall be faid in the next 
MERCATOR. ' 

In the mean time, as it feems, the Clamorous Party 
provoke other Pens, tho’ thcy cannot provoke the 
MERCATOR to think them worth any Notice; 
fo the MERCATOR cannot deny the following 
Letter a place in this Papér, becaufe it fo well Corrests 
the Infolence of thofeywho Triumph, without Vittory, 
over every one,that Oppofes them: That this Letter is 
Genuine, the Writer, tho’ yet unknown, offers the 
MERCATOR his Name to be made Publick, af 
there is occafion of it. 


To the Mercator. 


‘ HE Oppofers of your Paper, feem to be like 
. the Blackfmith of the Weft-Country, who was 
© Hanged for Rebellion, who Comforted himfelf with 
‘ this, that he had done fomething to he Talkd of : 
‘So finding that. you are not to be brought by their 
‘ Infolence and provoking Language to take any No- 
* tice of them, they are refoly'd to do fomething fla- 
‘ grantly Wicked, and remarkably Ridiculous, to make 
* themfelves known. , 

‘ To this purpofe they run at all; they deny, that 
© Two and Two makes Four. In f{pight of the abate- 


‘ ment of French Duties by the Treaty, they will have’ 


* ir, that our Woollen Manala@ures fhall not g° into 
: | 
raice ; 





































































Peer aid, i inignt of high | utics here, they will 
© have it, that’ French Goods fhall flaw in upon us here 
¢ as faft as ever. , | 
~ © To fay that Cheapnefs caufesConfumption, or that 
© Dearnefs leffens Confumption, is no Argument to 
© thefe Men; they have Stock efough. to run down 
* all that, and a great deal more; nay, they will not 
* allow, that thofe Frerich, that Bay our Goods now, 
‘when they pay 70 per Cent. Cuftom for them, 
© will Buy any the more of them,when they fhall pay 
¢ but Ten per Cent. Merry be their Hearts: They are 
‘ the boldeft Difputers,that ever were met with; they 
€ call upon you, to prove, that the Frencl: will take 
© our Manufactures after the Treaty ; as if proving that 
¢ they dotake them now, when they pay high Duties, 
¢ was not fufficient to prove,that they would take 
‘them much more,. when thofe high Duties are 
‘ taken off! 

‘ But this is not all; they,who are gone thus far,ought 
© to ftick at Nothing; and therefore having never been 
guilty of but one piece of Modefty in all their Wri- 
‘tings, (viz.) Difowninz their Old Scheme, they have 
“ now Repented of that Sin againft Nature: And behold, 
‘in one of their Papers they are come back to what 
¢ they were afhamed to do at firft, ( viz.) to Juftify the 
*OLD SCHEME, 

. © Thus when Men launch at firft into a piece of foul 


‘Work, they begin with fome little Modefty; bur 


‘when by Ufige and Cuftom, and efpecially want of 
‘ Correftion, they grow bold, they then caft off all 
¢ Shame. 

¢ They begin with boafting that the MERCATOR 
‘ acknowledges that Scheme to be 40 Years old, and 
¢ that it deceived the Parliament fo long ago; and this 
© it feems, in their fenfe, juftifies the Attempt they late- 
‘ly made to cheat another Parliament with ir. 

‘ This is good Party-Divinity at this time a day, and 
« is thé fame thing with this following, ( viz.) A piece 
© of falfe Money was Coin’d 40 Years ago, and there- 
‘ fore I knowing it to be Counterfeit, may put it upon 
¢ any body for true Silver now, and perfwade them to 
“believe it to be good Standard. 

¢ They are mighty angry with you for calling any 
© thing done by the Parliament in King Charles IJ.’s time 
¢ WILD; and to fay that a Quotation of theirs is «2 wild 
© Preamble of a wild Att of Parliament, is made Party- 
‘ Treafon inthe MERC ATOR. 

‘Pray, SIR, defire thofe Gentlemen to look back 
‘upon all the Libels and Pamphicts of their own 
¢ Party for fome Years paft, and tell us, how many 
‘wild Parliaments, and worfe, they have called the 
¢ Parliaments of thofe times! what Stories of their 
¢ Tranfactions! what Lifts of the Penfioners of thofe 
¢ Parliaments have they printed! and how have they 
‘ branded them with being Betrayers of their Goun- 
¢try! and this even the fame Parliament, which made 
¢ that Preamble: But rhe Parfon forgets that be bas been 
© a Clerk: For now, when thefe Parliaments fpeak on 
¢ their fide, they are the moft facred Things imaginable, 
‘andthe MERCATOR muft not touch upon them. 

¢ Again, How come Preambles to Acts of Parliament 
# to be fuch infallible Things in thefe Mens Eyes, that 
¢ they muft not be called in queftion, but muft be quoted 
¢ jike a Sacred Writ! This is but a late Retormation: 
* We have feen them call a Thing 4 wild Preamble to a 
« wild Act of Parliament fince that time; Vide the Pre- 
© amble to the firft Oceafional Bill, which rho’ thrown 
“out indeed by the Lords, yet pafs'd the Commons ; 
‘thus, Whereas Perjecution us contrary to the Principles, 
‘orc. And yet it was faid by thefe very Men, that it was 
¢ a Perfecuting Bill: Did not they think thisa WILD 
¢ Preamble ? 

‘ But to go back to the Words Wild Ac? of Parlia- 
© ment, which we now {peak of : We have not been fach 
‘Strangers to Wild Acts ef Parliament, that the Men 
‘ thould make fo much Noite of ir; and yet no Refle- 
¢ Sion upon the Authority of Parliament neither ; for 
‘ tho’ Parliaments are to be fubmitted to, they are not 
é infallible, neither do they pretend to be fo: For Ex- 
‘ample, Was it not a WILD Act, in the Senfe we are 
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‘upon, which not only Prohibired the French Ce: 
‘at that time, but caufed them to be burnt and flav 
‘ when feized on? 


‘Was it not a WILD Aé& of Parliament in 
* fame Senfe, that Prohibited the Importation of P rh 
‘ Jace from Flanders, and made the Flemings prohibit.) 
© our Woollen Manufacture till it was Repealed agai il 

¢ But the Crime here is, ‘it feems, that the A4 Rea 
“TOR has faid, that that Parliament was Cheated by ees 
sg oa 9 a ges you for owning itefor 
, that nothing will Expofe it, they fay, wher f 
< ~ déclin'd it. : eae ie | i 

© But you ought to thank them rather, for ditoyer; 
‘their Principles. in :thig Cafe; (viz) Thar while © 
© Cheat wanted Credit they thiéw it by; but if it has 
“been a firccefsful Chear, it is for their purpofe : if jp 
‘has had fuch good fpeed as to delude a Parliament 
* they will embrace it; tho’ wife Men fay, a Cheat ig 
* not the lefs fo for its being fuccefstil: But, fay thefe 
* Men, no body contradi&ted the Scheme then, and there- 
* fore it muft be right now. Very fine! A Highway-man 
‘ Robb’d privately, was never detected for 40 Years, and 
* pafs'd all that while for an honeft Man; therefore he 
* muft not be Hangd when he is Taken: But Jutftice 
* fays the contrary, ( viz.) The rather {hall he be Hang'd 
* now he is difcover'd. 

‘ Well, thefe bold brave Fellows have réflved they 
* will enter the Lifts with you in Defence of the OLD 
‘ SCHEME: As they fay in the Court, Send them a good 
* Deliverance! But fince you are going on with a ufeful 
* Difcourfe on the Spanith and Portugal Trade, from 
* which you ought not to be diverted, be pleafed to give 
“me leave, as a Second to you, to take up thefe bold 
* Challengers ; and allow me but a Stage of 10 Lines in 
* your Paper, by way of Poftfcript, and I will undertake 
“to anfwer all they can fay tor that Old Scheme, and 
* make them afham’d of it a fecond time, or make them 
‘a Shame to all the World; for I will prove That 
* Scheme, however it run for Current 40 Years, and 
© Deceived even the Elect, ( viz.) the Parliament, was the 
‘ greateft, the erranteft Cheat that ever was put upona 
‘Nation, and can be outdone by nothing, but by the 
* fhamelefs Attempt of offering it again, to Deceive the 
* Nation a fecond time with it. 

‘In ordet to this, | charge that Scheme firft with 2 
* Fraud in its Title, ( viz.) calling it felf A Scheamse of the 
© Trade,as it is at prefent carried on between England and 
‘France. Thofe are the Words of the Title. 

* Whereas, in the firft place, all our Plantation Goods 
‘Imported into England, and Exported into France by 
® Certificate, are omitred in it. ) 

‘ This is firft making the Title lye to the Nation, and 
* then making the Scheme lye to the Title. Let them 
‘ juftity this, and they fhall hear farther. 


Your Humble Servant, 


Back firoke, 


Decemb..t. 1712. 
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From the Custrom-House. 
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Exported to France in Three Days, Dec. 35 45 5» 


7Fod.1C. Lead, 
9 Ton Block Tin 
42|. Pewrer 
1cco yds Flannel 
6 Stuffs 4 
2 Doub'e Fays | 
¥ aodoz. Calf-Skins y 
* 29 doz. Hofe 
47 Ton Logwood 


\ art 32561. Pepper 
Soy’ 384991. Virginia Tobacco 


4 Ton 13 C. Corrants 
7 Ton Raifins 
8 Ton 3C. Rice 
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